Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Health and Safety
1. Where does a HT stand if they allow a TA to deliver PE lessons? 

As far as I'm aware TA's are not supposed take lessons on their own, if they do and something happens it would fall to the HT to explain why that situation had occured. The PLT should read the chapter on competence to teach PE Chapter four p31. Look closely at p32 point 4.2.9 and table 3 on p34. This is really helpful in dertermining if a person is competent or not. The ideal situation is that they work alongside a teacher. 

2. When playing football at lunch or break time do they need to wear shin pads? 

I don't know of any schools that enforce this but on p96 at the bottom of the table it says that the wearing of shin pads is mandatory at all levels - HOWEVER this is recreational play and I would assume that the children might not be using a proper football on the playground but something softer and none would be wearing football boots. It is the schools decision about what they want to do. If they feel that the recreational play is well supervised, adjusted for playing in the playground and not in kit they might assess the risk to be low and therefore not enforce this (this is what most schools would do I think) Remember the book is only for guidance it is up to the school to make these types of decisions. 

3. Can you give out clothes and shin pads for lessons?  

Yes, lots of schools do have stocks which they give out; it would be the schools responsibility to make sure they are fit for purpose. 

4. Do you have the name of the company that check Gym equipment for schools?  

Contact Steve James 01622 605314, 07917283765 or steve.james@kcfacilities.co.uk 

6. Long Mead takes pupils to Tonbridge Pool for swimming lessons. Tonbridge provide the instructors and the lifeguards- do any of the school staff need to be qualified? Should they request copies of qualifications for the instructors for their own records?  

The school staff do not need any qualifications to sit on the side of the pool and be there for emergencies. They need to be inducted into the pools emergency action plan and hold a copy of that and the normal operating procedures. Yes they need the qualifications of the pool staff teaching the children or an assurance in the pool contract that all instructors will hold a level 2 or above. 

 

